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x} Various services for the blind have been 
developed by federal, state, and local au- 
thorities. But these are not always so effective 
as they should be. Because of their interest in 
programs to aid the blind, it has been suggested 
to me that our Delta Gammas will be inter- 
ested in the general social service program in 
- this field. 
_ It would be a good plan if a committee were 
organized in every state where a Delta Gamma 
chapter is working for the blind—a special 
committee of active and alumnze members to 
study the state program for the blind. This 
committee could find out what the state de- 
partment of public welfare is doing for the 
_blind—how adequate the program is, and 
‘whether there is a competent and well-trained 
staff to carry it out. The program in any one 
_ State* could then be compared with programs 
of other states. 
This committee should know, for example, 
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The General Committee for Aid to the Blind and 
Sight Conservation wishes to thank Miss Edith Abbott 
for her most interesting article, and to thank Mrs. Joy 
Bowerman, at whose suggestion it was written, We 
wish to call this article to the special attention of 
those Delta Gamma groups not actively participating 
in Fraternity Project work. To the many groups which 
have been working with the blind for the past eight 
years this is familiar material. To the inactive groups, 
we hope it will provide food for earnest thought and 
many suggestions for starting their aid to the blind. 

Lois ROBINSON RICHTER, Chairman 


whether the state has a policy of helping local 
public schools to set up special classes for blind 
children and children with defective vision— 
that is, what are often called “sight-saving 
classes.” A century ago many states provided 
state schools for blind children, but today it 
is understood that these handicapped children 
will have a better opportunity for normal de- 
velopment if they can live at home like normal 
children and associate with sighted children. 
Does your state have one of the old schools 
for the blind? And is your state doing what 
it should to provide grants-in-aid to the local 
educational authorities to set up special classes 
so that such children can remain at home? Is 
the old state school for blind children still 
needed, or could these children be better cared 
for now in the local public schools? Unfortu- 
nately, some of these state schools are not really 
“old” except for the fact that they follow an 
old policy. Not long ago, a(state\ that/is usually 


*One of the very godd books on work: for’ the 
blind is Harry Best, Blindness and the Blind ‘in the 
United States. But every chaptér cotantitice should be 
familiar with the report of the state department , of 
public welfare, which should, atid! usualy: does, give 
a reasonably satisfactory account pe fhe state program 
for aid to the blind. rate i 8s 
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xb ATTENTION. DGsPlease send corrections to Mrs. M. 
leum Co., Caraeas, Venezuela, South America, or to 


Nevada, Urbana/Allinois, 


Mailing list assembled from ANCHoRa list an 


Australia. 
Safidwell, Mrs. P. R., New Norfolk 
a mania, Australia 


Bermuda 
Mrs. Alex J. Frith, aie Warwick 
East . 
Canada > 


Dunlap, Mts. Moffatt, 162 Crescent Rd., 
Toronto, Ontario 

Eccleston,Gladys, 284 St. Clair Ave. W., 
Torotito, Ontario 

Frantis, Mrs, J. R., 2207 Angus St., Re- 

— gina, Saskatchewan 

MacLean, Mrs. Gordon, 90 Garfield Ave., 
Toronto, Ontario 


Mappin, Sheila, 354 Metcalfe Ave., wat 


mount, P.Q. 
Marshall, Joyce, 54 Anderson Ft To- 
ronto, Ontario“, ). 7 fF 
Chile - 
Wood, Mrs. Leslie , go ‘ee The Braden 
Copper Co., Refeagua 


# ul 


Colombia J 
Mallory, Elaine, c/o American Embassy, 
Bogota 


Weir, Mrs. John Marshall, Apartado Pos- 
tal, 2508, Bogota 
Ecuador 
Paterson, Mrs. Philip T., apartae 655, 
Guayaquil eo 
England 
Cotton, Mrs. Kenneth Geo., wOvace Hall, 
Burbage, Hinckley, Leicester 
Cormack, Margaret, Cranebrook Manor, 
Twickenham,, Middlesex 
Davies, Mrs: Hubert, Broadway Pennard, 
Swansea, Wales 
Geddes, Mrs: David, The Old House, 
Ewell, Sustrey «| 
Glaister’ Deborah, Courtauld House, Byng 


: Place, London, W.C. ee 










en-Kaye, c/o Caracas Petro- 
“Alta Gwinn Saunders, 711 West 


orothy Kamen-Kay’s “Alive’’ list: 


Greey, Elizabeth, Canada House, Trafal- 
gar Sq., London 

Hartley, Mrs. G. A., Bexwell Rd., Dew 
ham, Norfolk 

Roe, Mrs. Douglas “Keepers,” Hampers 
Lane, Storrington, Sussex 

Spooner, 196A Issley Rd.,.Oxford 

Walker, Mrs. H. E. go Lloyds Bank, 
Ltd., Pall Mall, Hondon, S.W. 1 


India 
Gotwald, Mrs. Luther, U.L.C. Mission, 
Tamtku, W. Godavari Dist., S. India 
Miler, Mrs. Theodore, Allahabad Agri- 
cultural Inst., Allahabad, U.P., India 


A ence 

Barker, Margaret Amazonas, 2 Apt. 14, 
Mexico, D.F. i 

Campbell, Mrs. Christopher F., 17_-Sar 
505, Puebla, Puebla 

Cook, Mrs. Robert S., Bauer’ & “Black de 
Mexico, Mexico Citys 

Fisher, Mrs. FrancesyEdificio Caudes G.G. 
Mexico, D.F 

Hannan, Mrs: J. H., Apartado 85, Parral 
Cheh.” 

Huffaker, Barbara, apart. 17, Ciudad Ob- 

*tegon, Sonora 


Panama Canal Zone, Panama 


Cespedes, Mrs. Francisco, apart. 1216 
Panama, R.P. 

Darnall, Mrs. Geo. T. Gamboa, ae 
Zone, Panama 


Kelley, Mrs. William General . Di. : 
ablo Heights, C.Z. 
Monroe, Mrs. Chas., Fratice Field, Canal 


Zone 
Rowe, Edith J Box 104, Balboa, Canal 
Zone _ 
Sommet “Ms. Charles, Box 134, Balboa 
ights, Canal Zone 





(Continued on page 383) 
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progressive in welfare organization actually 
built and equipped and is using an expensive 
new state school for the blind near a large 
city where good classes in the regular schools 
could have been provided for the children need- 
ing them. Of course, state leadership and state 
financial help are needed if the local schools 
are to maintain good classes for blind children 
and for children with defective vision. But 
state help can be given, and usually will be 
given, if there is a group who are interested 
enough to ask for it. The per capita expendi- 
tures in these schools for the blind are usually 
high, What is the total annual cost of your 
state school for the blind if you have one and 
what is the enrolment and what is the per 
capita expenditure ? | 

Most of the blind are persons in the older 
age groups who have become blind in later 
life and need to learn a new way of life. Only 
5 per cent of the blind are under fifteen years 
of age, and another 5 per cent are between the 
ages of fifteen and thirty. From this point the 
number of blind in each age group increases— 
20 per cent are between the ages of thirty and 
fifty, but nearly two-thirds of all the blind 
have passed the age of fifty. Many of those 
who are called blind are no longer able to work 
at their regular occupations, but they have some 
vision left, and their greatest need is for a 
first-rate ophthalmologist who will determine 
whether such vision, as is still present, may 
be preserved or whether vision may be restored 
by proper treatment. A good medical social 
worker on the welfare department staff should 
have special experience in the ophthalmological 
field to be of first-rate service here, to reassure 
the persons and the family if an operation is 
advised ‘and to help make the necessary plans. 
This medical social worker must know all about 
the condition that needs treatment. She must 
also know the patient’s social situation, and 
she must be prepared to help with a careful 
follow-up of the physician’s recommendations 
for the later care and treatment of the patient. 

The recently blinded adult person will need 
the services of a home teacher if the state de- 
partment of public welfare maintains a division 
of services for the blind, as it should. Home 
teachers for the blind were first provided forty 
years ago. Does your state have any home 
teachers? The home teacher makes the rounds 
to the homes of different blind persons to teach 
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them to read Braille and to learn to do various: 
things that he or she has done before, in the 
home, in the office, in the workshop, in the 
community—things that may need to be done 
differently and for which new confidence: and 
a hopeful assurance are necessary, now that the 
person is blind. Many of these home teachers 
ate blind themselves and have learned to live 
successfully in spite of their handicap. What 
about libraries for the blind in your state? Are 
books in Braille available for those who have 
learned to read Braille? And are there any 
of the talking book machines which the Ameri- 
can Foundation for the Blind has helped to 
make available? These machines resemble 
phonographs, and the records, which are re- 
cordings of books, are sometimes loaned from 
a local public library. Lists of records loaned 
by the library may be sent to visually handi- 
capped persons, and the records wanted can 
then be mailed to the blind person without 
charge. 

Does your state have a good plan for helping 
the blind to find employment? Is there a’ good 
plan for vocational training? Has any study 
been made of employment opportunities for 
the blind in your state? 

Re-education of the blind person is often an 
important part of the program. This may be 
education for a new trade, or it may be re- 
education for the business of living, for recrea- 
tion as well as for employment. 

There are various federal and state pro- 
grams for aid to the blind, but they are not so 
well understood or so well codrdinated as they 
should be. The federal government has long 
made it possible for blind persons in the proper 
age groups to obtain help for ‘vocational 
rehabilitation.” Until last year, the blind were 
not adequately helped under this program, but 
the new vocational rehabilitation service set up 
under the Act passed in the summer of 1943 
makes very special plans for helping blind 
persons in codperation with the division for 
the blind in the state welfare departments. This 
help may mean financial assistance while at- 
tending a law school or a school of social sev- 
ice, or learning how to become a piano tuner, 
or how to follow some other useful occupation 
that is within the range of the preparatory 
work and general interest of the blind indi- 
vidual. Under the older program, the blind 
did not get so much help as the crippled got 
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from vocational rehabilitation funds, but this 
has been changed by the 1943 Act. The state 
department of education which now administers 
the federal vocational rehabilitation funds is 
of great assistance in providing training and 
professional education for large numbers of 
blind people. Many lessons have been learned, 
during the present war, as to the vocational 
training that may be used by blind persons, 
and many blind persons are now working in 
war industries. A recent bulletin of the Indiana 
Department of Public Welfare suggests a few 
of the vocations in which the blind have been 
very successful: “selling, clerical work, law, 
teaching, and social work.” But an experienced 
and skillful adviser is necessary for satisfactory 
placement. The Indiana Public Welfare Depart- 
ment suggests that social case-work studies are 
necessary to find for each blind applicant the 
opportunity which will offer him the greatest 
scope for his abilities, and the welfare worker 
“must approach employers on the basis that 
there are job applicants who have skills re- 
quired in specific businesses but who happen 
to be blind,’”’ and these welfare workers must 
try to find the jobs that these blind applicants 
would do if they could see. 

The federal government in 1935, when the 
Social Security Act was passed, provided for 
cash grants to the blind by means of a federal- 
state program, the federal government match- 
ing the grants made by the states. But cash 
grants without a good social service program 
do not meet the needs of the blind. The Social 
Security Act provided that the Social Security 
Board should administer the Aid to the Blind 
provided for in the Act. Very unfortunately, 
most of the states have followed the policy of 
the Social Security Board and have “integrated” 
the Aid to the Blind with Old Age Assistance 
and Aid to Dependent Children instead of 
integrating the Aid to the Blind with the other 
services to the blind furnished by the state 
welfare departments, That is, the so-called ‘‘in- 
tegration” policy of the Social Service Board 
has been “integration” in the wrong direction. 
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the public welfare services. 


’ 


The Board’s policy is “integration” on 

basis of a means test, instead of on the ba 
of the services needed. In some states, Aid 
the Blind is not even placed in the state w 
fare department but is off in a state pub 
assistance department in spite of the fact t 
other services for the blind have been pla 
in the welfare department. It is important — 
know what is being done in the state in whic 
you are working, and it may be hoped t 
some time all the tax-supported work for 

blind will be brought together ina single d 
sion of the state welfare department. In son 
states, this cash grant is available to persor 
who meet a “‘needs test’ at the age of sixteei 
There are many services in the way of furthe 
education, employment, ophthalmological car: 
and recreation that these young blind persor 
will need for a long period of years. Cas 
grants, formerly called “‘pensions’’ are n¢ 
enough. In very few states are the blind gettin 
the help they need. 























What does all this have to do with our Delt 
Gamma chapters and their interest in work fc 
the blind? Well, if this interest is genuine, } 
should be intelligently directed. This can onl 
be done if the resources of the state and th 
federal government are clearly understood s 
that the Delta Gamma group can help in mak 
ing the work more adequate. The largest num 
ber of blind persons can be reached only b 
the public services. Therefore, it is importan 
for each one of us to know what these publi 
services are and and how satisfactory they ar 
in our own states and to be prepared to wor 
intelligently for better services for the lon 
future. 

In some states there may be a good private 
society or a privately conducted workshop fo 
the blind, and this is all to the good, but onl 
the public services can reach all those in nee 
of help in all parts of the state, and it is the 
ninety and nine who are beyond the reach of 
the private agencies. that must be reached b 
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SOCIAL SERVICES FOR THE BLIND. 


Les ge a Date Due yi 
HV4O 
Ab’G 
AUTHOR 
SOCIAL SERVI 
TITLE 
(May 19))) ) 


DATE ; 
BORROWER'S NAME 








